Clos Mogador

Este pasado verano he asistido a en-
tusiastas actividades vitivinicolas y he
recorrido alguno de los proyectos mids
significativos de este Priorat que, pese
a las dificultades, mantiene un claro
liderazgo entre los vinos mis afama-
dos del planeta. El periplo lo inicié a
mediados de julio en Clos Mogador,
visitando de la mano de René Barbier
la vifia de la que se obtiene buena par-
te de las uvas del sensacional blanco
MNelin. El canto rechinante de cientos
y cientos de cigarras a pleno sol, que
se multiplicaba hasta convertirse en
un rumbido atronador, nos recibid en
Nelin (Gratallops). En esta finca, las
plantas aromdricas y las flores invaden
unas vides rebosantes de insectos.

René, que va suma mas de 30 anos de
vifia y mis de 20 de vino con su Clos
Mogador, el portentoso vino de finca
de su pizarroso anficcatro, no ha per-
dido ni un dpice de entusiasmo. Sigue
considerdndose “mis fldsofo que vi-
natero”, y afirma que hace vino donde
se ha enamoradao del lugar. Continiia,
ademds, siendo un ferviente defensor
de la flosofia del terroir, Como afirma
en su espectacular libro conmemora-
tivo Clos Mogador: “es posible sentir
v saborear los frutos que la tierra nos
ofrece, capturar por la experiencia el
ADN de un lugar. En consecuencia,
es posible amar un terroir, ayudarlo,
trabajar con él, v, finalmente, trans-
mitirlo en una botella”. También en
compaiia de René Barbier y de la
periodista y escritora Empar Moliner

growers to keep maintaining high gual-
ity standards and their allegiance to the
region when it comes to cultivating and
producing their wines',

Clos Mogador
Last summen, [ witnessed wt first band
some very dedicated wine-producing
ventures and went round one of the
‘mase impartant profects in the Priovat
region which, despite the difficult times,
maintains its position as clear market
leader among the most famous wines on
the planet. | started off the tour in the
middle af fuly with Clos Mogador, visit-
ing in the company of René Barbier the
wvines which provide the majority of the
grapes for the sensational white wine,
Nelin, The sevident song of hundreds
and hundredy of cicadas in the blazing
sunshine, growing so loud thar it be-
came a deafening whirn, greeted us at
Nelin (Gratallops). On this estate, the
grapevines are overran with aromatic
plants and flowers, teeming widh insects
René, who has now notched up more
than 30 years in wines and more than
20 in wine with his Clos Mogador,
the marvellons single vineyard wine

René Barbier en los vifiedos
donde nace el vino Nelin

René Barbier int the vineyards
when growws Nelen,
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catamos el seducror Manyeres 2009
(90% carifiena y 10% garnacha), un
Vi de Vila balsimico y mineral que ya
desde un primer momento se muestra
exuberante, con marcada fruta y con

unas notas mentoladas muy nitidas,
También caamos el Nelin 2010, un

blanco con cierta madurez v notas a
orejones v frucos secos. Es un blanco
con mentalidad de tinto, un blanco
que René recuerda que “no es para
refrescarse”. Este mago del nueve
Priorar también nos ofrecid una ver-
dadera joya, el Clos Mogador del
2002, un tinto hedonista v maduro,
balsimico y profundo que se muestra
con mayor juventud de la que real-
mente tiene,
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emanating from a slate amphitheatre,
has nor lost one Jor a_.f' his enthusiasm,
He stifl looks supon fmeJfﬁf'a: “mare of
a philosapher than « wine grower”, and
declares that he makes wine where be bas
fallen in love with the location. He con-
tinues, as well, to be a fervent supporter
af the philosaphy af terrair. As be elaims
in b ipi’f.rm".irn" boak COMETarating
Clos Magador: "It is possible to feel and
taste the fruits the land provides us with,
to capture the DNA of a place by experi-
encing it. Consequendy, it i possible to
fove a terroir, give it belp, work with i,
and finally convey it in a bottle”
Continuing in the company of René
Barbier and the jowrnalist and writer,
Empar Moliner, we tasted the seduc-
tive Manyetes 2009 (90% Cariitena
and 10% Garnacha), a balbamic and
mineral Village Wine which, right from
the very start, comes over as exnberant,
with a strong fruit preience and some
very well-defined menthol notes, We
tasted too the Nelin 20100, a whire with
obvions maturity and notes of dried
dpricots, fruits and nuts. This is a white
with the mindset of a ved, a white as
René informs us thar "5 not one to cool
you down”. This wizard of the new Pri-
arat alio presented ws with a veritable
Jewel, the 2002 Clos Magador, an ut-
eerly pleasurable, marurve, bakamic and
profound red wine which appears more
youthfiel than it really is.
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